





DESIGN SOLUTIONS

The loggia and
lap pool at the

.l rear of the house.

A large window in
the kitchen looks onto
62 ] o the front courtyard.

The living and
dining rooms.

MD: Many modern houses have open floor
plans that offer no surprises. | like the for-
mality of having separate rooms that flow
into each other—which is great when you
have big parties. | was careful about creat-
ing a spatial experience, from the ceilings,
which are between 13 and 17 feet high, to
the tall, narrow, rectangular shape of the
doors and windows.

ED: There are very few windows, which is a
striking departure.

MD: | prefer glass doors to windows. Opening
doors when the weather is nice creates a
whole different atmosphere than just opening
windows. | didn’t use many moldings either.
That’s the key to minimal design: Keep it ex-
tremely simple, but mix hard and soft elements
together to keep it from seeming chilly.

ED: What are some of the materials you used
throughout the house?

MD: White stucco for the exterior walls, poured
concrete for the exterior columns, and rift-
cut oak for the floors and to frame the inte-
rior doorways. Being a designer, I’'m sensitive
to materials that have a tactile quality. So
| chose all-natural fabrics and coverings, in-
cluding leather, silk, cotton, wool, and linen.

ED: The use of mosaics and marble in the
bathrooms feels both modern and ancient,
especially when the materials are married to
creamy plaster walls. >







